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Outline
• Right Plant, Right Place
• Planting
• Pruning
• Mulches
• Lawns
• Wrap up



Right Plant, Right Place

o Climate
o Plant’s function
o Size / growth rate & Form
o Ornamental considerations
o Cultural considerations
o Establishment Period



Climate

• USDA Plant Hardiness Zone

– Average annual minimum 
winter temperatures

– Updated 2012



Climate

• USDA Plant Hardiness Zone



Climate



Plant’s function
• Shade or Street tree
• Specimens
• Screens or Windbreaks
• Hedges or Barriers
• Borders or Edges
• Foundation or Masses
• Groundcovers
• Vines
• Container plants



Size / growth rate
& Form

• Size / Growth rate
– Consider mature 

height

• Form
– Many variations



Size, form and growth 
rate



Ornamental 
considerations

o Flowers

o Fruits

o Foliage

o Bark



Cultural 
considerations
• Soil

– Texture
– Structure and compaction
– pH and fertility
– Temperature

• Moisture
– 1” per week

• Sunlight



Planting



Types of plants

• Bare root 
• Balled and Burlap
• Container



Planting B&B



Planting Containers



Pruning



Maintenance Questions

• Removal?
• Pruning?



Tree Pruning
Dead or broken branches
Crossing branches
Branches larger then 1” in size 

=
3 Point cut



Deciduous Shrubs:
Renewal Pruning
• Cut back 1/3 of the branches 

at ground level
• 3 year rotation



Deciduous Shrubs:
Renewal Pruning
 Dogwoods
 Forsythia
 Lilac
 Potentilla
 Purpleleaf sandcherry
 Sumacs
 Rugosa rose
 Shrub willows
 Spireas



Deciduous Shrubs:
Rejuvenation Pruning
• Start plant over, cut back 6” 

to 2’
• Used on overgrown leggy 

plants





Deciduous Shrubs:
Rejuvenation Pruning
• Dogwood
• Potentilla
• Spirea
• Annabelle hydrangea
• Lilac



Hedges



Evergreen Shrubs
• Do not go back to dead wood
• Pines

– Remove 1/2  to  2/3 of candle in 
spring

• Spruce & Fir
– Branch back to lateral bud

• Yews & Arborvitae
– Head back or shear

• Juniper
– Head back



Mulches
Organic or Inorganic



Inorganic

• Use a landscape fabric

• Types
– Rock
– Stone



Organic
• Do not use landscape fabric

• Types
– Chipped or shredded bark
– Coco beans
– Leaves
– Compost
– Grass clippings
– Peat moss
– Straw or hay



Lawns



Maintenance

• New areas
– Seed
– Sod

• Established
– Over seeding



Types of Seed

• Kentucky Blue Grass (KBG)
– Sunny locations

• Fescues
– Shady locations

• Rye grass
– Quick germination



Seed labels



Establishment periods

• Spring
Soil above 50 degrees until the 
Memorial Day

• Fall
When nights become cooler 
around August 15 until Mid 
September



Soil Tests  

• Done every 3 to 5 years
• Soil cores should be 5” to 7” 

deep
• Take soil cores from 10 areas 

and combine = need 2 cups for 
testing

• Send to lab, cost $15.00



Soil Tests  
• pH and Organic matter
• Phosphorus and Potassium



Fertilizer



Fertilizer 
Recommendations

• Follow soil test, maximum 4 lbs nitrogen per year

• One application per year = 
•mid- to late October

• Three applications per year =
•Late May/ early June
•Early September
•Mid to late October

• Four applications per year=
•Late May/ early June
•Early to mid July
•Early September
•Mid to late October



Watering

• Required: 1” per week

• Lawns can go dormant and 
rejuvenate with rainfall

• Irrigation
– Watering bans?
– Do not do in the heat of the 

day



Mowing Heights

• Higher mowing height will 
have deeper root system

• 2” to 3” preferred



Wrap Up
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