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The University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire has been known as 
“Wisconsin’s most beautiful campus” for decades. Founded in 1916 
as the Eau Claire State Normal School, the campus is surrounded 

by natural beauty. The campus grew along the banks of the Chippewa 
River, with academic buildings on both sides linked by a picturesque 
footbridge. Putnam Park, a 200-acre State Natural Area, originates at the 
river and meanders along and behind the campus. Little Niagara Creek 
flows through the lower campus into the Chippewa. “The Hill” rises 
from lower campus (home to most academic buildings) to upper campus 
(home to most residence halls and other support facilities) – a change in 
elevation of nearly 100 feet.

Like many universities, UW-Eau Claire grew rapidly in the 1960s and 
1970s as the Baby Boomers came to college. New buildings were 
needed, and quickly. And those natural features that make UW-Eau 
Claire beautiful also limit where more buildings can go. The need to 
house and educate ever more students meant that bricks and mortar at 
times trumped green space.

“Decisions were made that weren’t as much about the long term as 
about need,” said Mike Rindo, assistant chancellor for facilities and 
university relations. 

But starting in 2009, two major building projects – a replacement for 
the student union (W.R. Davies Student Center) and a new education 
building (Centennial Hall) – plus the demolition of the old Davies Center 
changed the landscape of the University – both above and below 
ground.

Rindo explained that the University developed a new master plan as 
design was in progress for the new Davies Center. The master plan takes 
a long-term look at the campus and how it functions. In addition to siting 
future buildings, the plan pays close attention to the cultivated areas 
of campus, he said. But while the natural and cultivated landscapes 
are what students, staff, faculty, and visitors notice, the infrastructure 
underneath the grass and flowers is even more crucial to the smooth 
functioning of the campus. 

To serve the new Davies Center and Centennial Hall and the rest of 
lower campus, the University undertook two major steam infrastructure 

Master plan leads to critical improvements above and 
below the surface at picturesque Wisconsin university
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pits,” she said. “They were placed in a way that they 
wouldn’t conflict with pedestrian circulation but would still 
be accessible – close to a sidewalk but not in a sidewalk.”

Coordination with all the contractors was also critical, as 
was maintaining circulation during construction. Goodwin 
noted several contractors had to coordinate with utilities 
and surface work so all the projects would look seamless at 
the end.

As buildings and infrastructure went in, landscape 
architects took advantage of this opportunity to renew 
the landscape, replace damaged plant materials, and plan 
for the future tree canopy. The new landscaping creates 
a central campus area that Rindo said “feels much more 
connected and much more intentional.”

The central campus actually has two distinct greenspaces. 
The Central Plaza is what Ayres Associates landscape 
architect Phil Johnson called a “place of many crossings.” 
It’s a formally designed space near Schofield Hall that is 
home to “The Sprites” sculpture and provides spaces for 
more intimate, smaller groups. The South Schofield Lawn 
between Schofield Hall and Davies Center is a more casual 
gathering space and a destination for larger gatherings and 
performances.

The South Schofield Lawn generally inhabits the space 
once used by the old Davies Center. 

“People can’t believe how much area the old Davies took 
up,” Rindo said. “Removing it made a dramatic difference 
in terms of the livability of the campus.” 

Once the old Davies came out, the space became a 
welcoming area that also honors the academic nature of 
the space. The Fibonacci spiral (also known as the golden 
spiral) is reflected in two of the three distinct spaces on the 
South Schofield Lawn. The form is embedded in education 

– math, art, music – and frequently occurs in nature. (The 
curving shape of the nautilus shell is often described as a 
Fibonacci or golden spiral.)

Little Niagara Creek still flows through the South Schofield 
Lawn, but is now more open, accessible, and healthier. “It’s 
more of a focus rather than an afterthought,” Rindo said.

The University’s landscape is part of the on-campus 
experience as well as a recruiting tool. Rindo noted 
the beauty of the campus is “hugely important” in the 
University’s recruiting efforts and in making the campus a 
home for students. 

“The space is very much used,” he said.

The central campus projects succeeded in providing a 
reliable supply of heat and hot water service to the lower 
campus in a beautiful setting. 

“In a campus that is space restricted, it makes it more open 
and welcoming,” Rindo said. 

The University’s master plan – and its design team – guided 
this phase of implementation and laid the groundwork 
for the next: the reconstruction of Garfield Avenue (see 
related story on Page 22.)

“Ayres Associates knows our campus well from a physical 
plant perspective and knows our campus well from an 
aesthetic perspective,” Rindo said. “It helps to partner with 
people who understand the campus and can look at it with 
a critical and fresh eye.” 

projects to provide a more reliable and efficient supply of steam 
heat to the lower campus buildings. The steam originates at the 
central heating plant on upper campus and is piped down the 
hill to lower campus. The steam system not only provides heat 
but also converts the steam to hot water for the buildings. The 
buildings don’t have individual boilers, so it’s crucial to have 
a reliable system to get heat from the central location to each 
building.

“Having two major building construction projects and 
demolition of a pretty significant central building, combined 
with significant utility work, made this a great opportunity to 
look at the central campus as a whole,” said Angi Goodwin, 
Ayres Associates’ project manager for the steam projects.

The first project, completed in October 2010, brought a new 
steam and condensate loop from upper to lower campus, 
which had been served by a single connection. Existing steam 
and condensate lines were replaced between two buildings on 
lower campus, and piping was replaced through one building. 
A concrete conduit was constructed for more than 1,000 feet 
of steam and condensate lines.

The second project, completed in October 2012, was an 
extension of the work completed in the first project. Major 
components included adding two steam pits, removing the 
existing steam system between Phillips Hall and Schofield Hall, 
and constructing a 750-linear-foot concrete box conduit to 
encase the pipes from Phillips Hall to Garfield Avenue.

“The steam system projects provided a redundant system to 
lower campus so if there is a break in one section of the system, 
they can continue to feed heat to the buildings,” Goodwin said. 
“The projects updated some existing pipes that were 50 years 
old and were close to failure. The new systems are much better 
insulated and retain heat, improving efficiency.”

Both projects were closely coordinated with the Davies Center 
and Centennial Hall construction, and the master plan guided 
all the work to ensure that spaces surrounding the buildings 
would be as thoughtfully designed as the buildings and the 
infrastructure serving them. Coordination was key, Goodwin 
said.

“For example, the 
location of the 
steam pit covers 
was coordinated 
with surface work. 
That’s significant 
because it would 
require a significant 
surface impact to 
get at the steam 

Central Plaza rendering

Little Niagara Creek meanders through 
the South Schofield Lawn

Updated infrastructure 
serves lower campus

Fibonacci spiral
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Central Plaza after construction
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PERSPECTIVES
‘Woman of 
Achievement’ 
honor earned
Disa Wahlstrand, 
vice president of 
engineering services, 
has been awarded the 

Woman of Achievement Award by the 
Eau Claire Area Chamber of Commerce. 
The award is presented to a candidate 
who assists women in reaching their 
full leadership potential and devotes 
time and energy to improving the 
community’s quality of life.

Wahlstrand is heavily involved with 
service to professional organizations 
as well as volunteering with Junior 
Achievement, The Community Table, 
the Regional STEM Committee, various 
youth sports, and more, including 
serving as a youth ski and soccer coach. 
She supervises 40 professionals in 
Ayres Associates’ Eau Claire, Madison, 
Waukesha, and Green Bay, Wisconsin, 
offices. Before her promotion to 
vice president, Wahlstrand served as 
manager of our Eau Claire municipal 
group for 10 years. She joined the firm in 
1995 as a project engineer.

Engineer’s 
paper honored 
by organization
Steve Reusser, a 
senior process 
engineer in Ayres 
Associates’ Eau Claire, 

Wisconsin, office, has been honored by 
the Central States Water Environment 
Association. He and co-authors Aaron 
Dose and Alan Grooms of the Madison 
Metropolitan Sewerage District (MMSD) 
received the Radebaugh Award, given 
annually to the author of a deserving 
paper presented at the previous year’s 
annual meeting. 

Reusser, a regular participant in Central 
States’ activities and a member since 
1978, helped research and prepare 
a paper on a struvite (magnesium 
ammonium phosphate) harvesting 
process implemented at MMSD in 2013.  
Reusser, a frequent speaker at technical 
conferences, has decades of experience 
in water and wastewater engineering. 
He received the same award from 
Central States in 1990, 2001, 2005, and 
2010.

Projects win Mayor’s 
Design awards
The staff in Ayres Associates’ Badger 
Road office in Madison, Wisconsin, 
have received two 2016 Mayor’s Design 
awards recognizing design excellence 
throughout the City of Milwaukee. 
Two projects were selected for adding 
value to their neighborhoods by 
restoring, constructing, or enhancing 
their properties in a way that respects 
the urban fabric and contributes to the 
character of their surroundings. The 
Moody Park project earned an award 
in the “Spaces and Places” category, 
and the Paper Box Lofts project was 
honored in the “Test of Time” category. 
Moody Park, for which Ayres served 
as the prime A/E, involved providing 
a renovation plan for the community 
park on Milwaukee’s north side. Key 
program elements included a new 
year-round community center, large 
playing field, splashpad, basketball 
courts, exercise equipment, parking lot, 
and stormwater management features 
to reduce the burden on the City’s 
combined sewer system. Paper Box 
Lofts, for which Ayres performed civil 
and landscape architecture services as 
a subconsultant to Milwaukee-based 
Continuum Architects + Planners, 
involved renovating and converting a 
historic, urban warehouse into modern 
loft apartments.

Garfield Avenue has been a primary thoroughfare at 
UW-Eau Claire since the campus was established. 
Vehicular traffic has been curtailed over the years, 

but the road still separates the campus from the Chippewa 
River. That’s about to change.

Garfield Avenue will be reconstructed starting in 2017, 
and when it’s finished the University will not only meet 
its master plan goals of pushing traffic to the outside of 
campus and enhancing the connection to the river, but will 
also have updated utilities underneath serving the campus.

“The Garfield project will be transformational for campus,” 
said Mike Rindo, assistant chancellor for facilities and 
university relations. “We will be building an outdoor 
classroom, removing a parking lot, having more green 
space and accessibility to the river, making the footbridge 
ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) accessible, and 
closing off campus to general vehicular traffic.”

Ayres Associates project manager Angi Goodwin noted that 
75% of the project budget is going to upgrading decades-
old utilities – steam, sanitary sewer, water, and storm 
sewer. 

“Because of the utility reconstruction work, Garfield would 
be completely torn up, so this is an opportunity to reinvent 
what happens there and implement the master plan goal 
of reconnecting the campus to the river and creating a 
pedestrian and bike corridor,” Goodwin said.

When construction is complete in 2018, Garfield will be 
closed to all but maintenance and emergency vehicles. 

“We will connect to the river rather than being across a 
heavily traveled street, and the jewel of the Chippewa 
River will be preserved by having the proper utilities,” 
Rindo said. “For the first time we will take full advantage of 
our wonderful riverfront site.” 

The University is celebrating its centennial this year, and as 
part of that 100 trees will be planted throughout campus. 
Rindo noted the University is identifying locations for 
the trees “and the Garfield Avenue project gives us an 
opportunity to create a very impressive arboretum from 
the ground up.”

– Wendy Kinderman
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